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And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be 1 and wash away 
: thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”—Acts XXII: 16. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ANGUS M. CANNON. 


I Drsmx to have you, my brethren and sisters, pray unto the Lord, that 
what I may say may be dictated of Him., I have no desire to speak of 
myself; for I know that I am weak and frail, and one that stands before 
this people to speak in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ should be in- 
spired by the Holy Ghost. The Apostles of Jesus Christ were commis- 
sioned of Him to go forth and preach the Gospel throughout the land, and 
He said unto them, “He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that 
réceiveth me receiveth him that sent. me.” They went forth, they minis- 
tered, and returned rejoicing that the sick were healed, devils were cast 
out, the lame were made to walk, the eyes of the blind to see, and the poor 
rejoiced in the preaching of the Gospel. Jesus charged them that they 
should not rejoice in that these powers were given unto them, but that 
their names were written in the Lamb's book of life. These same men 
hd were thus commissioned and delegated with authority by Jesus, after 
His resurrection, were charged of Him that they should not undertake to 
preach the Gospel until they were endowed with power from on high. He 
explained that He must needs go away, and when He was gone He would 
send the Comforter unto them, who should bring things past to their re- 
membranoe and show them things that were to come. They were to tarry 
in Jerusalem until they were endowed with this power from on high. In 
the 16th chapter of the gospel aceite’ to Mark, commencing at the 14th 


verse, it says: 


_ Afterward he a ared unto the eleven as they ant at meat, od up- 
braided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen 

And he said unto them, Go 170 into all the — nae preach the n. 
to oreature. 
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He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but He that believeth 
not shall be damned. 


And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they 


cast out devils; they shall speak with new a 
They shall take up serpents; and if they rink any deadly thing, it 


shall ae hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 


recover. 
So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 


heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
And they went forth, and preached eve where, the Lord A d with 


them, and confirming the word with signs following. 


This is the testimony of Mark as it is transmitted to us. What 8 
was this that they were to preach in all the world? It was the truth that 
Jesus revealed unto His disciples. It was the Gospel that Saul, who per- 
secuted the Saints, was converted unto. It was the Gospel that was 
ministered by those commissioned to bear the Holy Priesthood. It was 
the Gospel that Cornelius was taught. He prayed unto the Lord and 
gave alms to the poor, insomuch that the heavens were moved in answer 
to his prayers, and an angel descended to the earth from the regions of 
glory, and told Cornelius that his prayers had been heard, his alms had 
been accepted, and God had sent him to tell him where he might find men 
who would teach him the principles of eternal truth. It was this Gospel 
that justified God in showing unto Peter the heavenly vision which he 
received on the housetop at the residence of Simon, a tanner, who dwelt 
at Joppa, by the sea side. In that vision he saw a sheet lowered wherein 
were all manner of four-footed beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of 
the air. He was commanded to slay and eat. But Peter declined. He 
could not feel that he was justified i in partaking of things that were for- 
bidden by the law of Moses. A voice spake unto Peter and said, “What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” While Peter was ponder- 
ing on this vision, “the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 
Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: : 
for I have sent them.” This commission given unto Peter was as sacred 
as that given unto him by his Divine Master when He ascended on high. 
The messengers guided him unto Cornelius’ house, and there Peter beheld 
that God had sanctified that man unto the end that he and his household 
might be recipients of the Gospel. Peter, having witnessed that the Holy 
Ghost descended upon Cornelius and his household, was led to say, “Can 
any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” He could not dispute that the 
Gospel was designed for the salvation of Cornelius and his household. 
The man Saul, who persecuted the Saints, and carried orders from the 
chief priests to apprehend them where they were found testifying in the 
name of Jesus, was stricken down by the wayside by the power of God, 
and he heard a voice, the voice of Jesus, rebuking him for the persecutions 
he was heaping upon His people. Saul continued his journey, and found 
that he was blind. A servant of God was communicated with by the 
power of heaven, and he was told to go and meet this Saul and minister 
to him. He went to the house where Saul abode, communicated to him 
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the mind of God, ministered to his relief and the scales fell from his eyes, 
and he witnessed that God had wrought the restoration of his sight. 

One would have thought that a man who was so righteous as Cornelius, 
whose alms were held in remembrance by the Lord, and who had prevailed 
with God, would certainly have been in a saved condition; that having 
received such manifestations of God's approval and divine favor, he would 
be qualified to go and minister to others. Not so with Cornelius. He did 

as the angel told him; he sent for Peter, and having received Peter, it 
appears that he listened implicitly to his instructions. By this he and his 
household were justified. One would have thought that Saul, having 
received an admonition from the Lord Jesus himself, and having been 
rebuked for persecuting the people of God, thinking he was doing God’s 
will, was justified in commencing his ministrations and was fully qualified 
to preach and bear testimony of Jesus’ divine and omnipotent power. Yet 
he did not. When at Antioch the voice of God came unto certain prophets 
that were there, and they were commanded to set apart Paul and Barnabas 
unto the ministry. God told them that He had a work for them to do, 
and He designed them to bear His name before the Gentiles. When he 
was ordained he went forth, ministered in the name of Jesus, and was 
equally valiant with the other apostles in bearing testimony of God’s 
omnipotence. 

John the divine, banished to the Isle of Paton, beheld the darkness 
that suceeded the preaching of the Gospel by Jesus and His apostles; he 
saw the persecutions that ensued, and he was filled with sadness when be- 
holding the desolation that was exhibited through persecution and the 
banishment of God's Priesthood from the earth. Yet he saw, as recorded 
in the 14th chapter of Revelation, another angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwelt upon 
the earth, to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. Was it the same 
Gospel that Jesus taught? Certainly. There is only one Gospel. Paul 
says, “Though we, or any angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel 

unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.” This Gospel 
that John saw the angel bearing in the midst of heaven was the Gospel of 
faith, repentance, baptism for the remission of sins, and the laying on of 
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost. It was a Gospel that provided 
that.a man should not minister in the Gospel without the accompanying 
influences of the Holy Ghost. A man may be ordained; he may be com- 
missioned and anointed; but without the Holy Ghost he is not qualified 
to preach the Gospel to the glory of the Lord. Jesus told his disciples 
that in His absence no man was authorized to preach the truth that He 
had proclaimed except the Holy (Ghost accompanied him and he was 
endowed with power from on high. Nicodemus sought to know the mind 
and will of God. He went to Jesus by night and asked what he could do. 
Jesus taught him in all simplicity and told him that if a man was not born 
again he could not see the kingdom of heaven. Nicodemus understood 
the natural birth, and he could not conceive how a man could be born the 
second time. Jesus said unto him, “ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except. 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
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dom of. God.” When Philip taught the eunuch the Gospel of Jesus, as he 


read from the Scriptures, he explained to him the truth that had been re- 
vealed in the day of Jesus’ ministrations. Having taught him the prin- 
ciple of baptism, He said to Philip, See, here is water: what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?” Philip answered, “If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest.” Then the first principle, according to Philip, who 
was a divine teacher, is that he must believe—believe that Jesus is, and 
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him; that He came to 
atone for the original sin; that as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive, the innocent having suffered for the guilty. As an evidence 
that this principle is of the Lord and is included in the Gospel, we may 


refer to the statement of Peter on the day of Pentecost, when the Jews 


were pricked in their hearts at this preaching. They cried out, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” Peter said unto them, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.” This was the Gospel as taught by Peter. 
This was the Gospel that John said he beheld the angel coming with from 
the realms of glory to preach to the inhabitants of the earth, after dark- 
ness had enveloped the earth and the priesthood had been taken from it. 

What other things are included in this Gospel? The Lord, speaking 
through Malachi, said: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before 
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” Jesus said of 
John the Baptist, “And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for 
tocome.” It wassaid that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah should rise 
up in judgment against the people of Judea, for the works. that Jesus 


wrought there were not wrought in Sodom and Gomorrah, yet God felt 


justified in destroying those cities. The people of Nineveh will rise up in 
judgment against the people of Judea, because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and a greater than Jonah was in Jerusalem; yet 
they persecuted Him to death. This Gospel that John saw the angel 
bearing to the earth was to be one that would command the respect and 
the attention of the people of the world, and if they rejected it, it would 
be to their condemnation, and God would be justified in condemning the 
inhabitants of the earth as He did in the days of Noah. And why is this 
justification brought about? Because Jesus said, “As the days of Noe 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them all away; 80 shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be.” : 

Now, in the revelation of John it was made plain to him that the Gos- 
pel was not only to be preached, wherein people were called to believe in 
Jesus, to be baptized for the remission of sins, to receive the laying on of 
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost; but there was another voice 
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heard, saying, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached 
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” This was another 
principle that was revealed through these heavenly messengers, as John 
foresaw when he looked through the vista of future ages. How is this to 
be fulfilled? Why, we have the Revelation of John filled with words 
giving us to understand the condition of the inhabitants of the earth. 
It speaks of the mother of harlots, the great and abominable church. It 
speaks of a great many dissenters that should come out from that church. 
If she is the mother of harlots what are her daughters? There are woes 
proclaimed by John the Revelator upon these people, who were strangers 
to God and undertook to minister in His name without His authority. If 
you will read Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History you will find clearly por- 
trayed the dissension that occurred in the early days and the different 
forms of religion that were established. Who and where were the people 
that held communication with God? Where in the last few hundred years 
has therea Cornelius stood forth and said a heavenly messenger had visited 
him and told him where he could find a man possessing the Holy Priest- 
hood? If such à man has stood forth he has been branded as an impostor. 
He has been told that he is living in a time when revelations are no longer 
given, when God no longer speaks, when the canon of scripture is full. 
Yet it is said: As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the 
coming of the Son of man. How was it in Noah’s day? He was found 
preaching the Gospel. It is said he proclaimed the means of salvation 
among those with whom he dwelt for one hundred and twenty years, and 
they_did not repent. The people then had ample warning of the woe 
which should befall them. Now, if the people are to be warned and com- 
municated with before the advent of the Son of man, as Jesus proclaimed 
it should be, where is there a people upon the earth that is open to receive 
that communication, in case the angel brings forth that Gospel, as John 
declared he should? We read that a young man named Joseph Smith 
dwelt in the State of New York. He prayed to God for light, as did Cor- 
nelius. He persisted in praying, in the midst of the revivals that were 
abundant in the neighborhood in which he dwelt, and God sent an angel 
to this young man who told him that God was about to reveal the Gospel 
again from heaven. The Father also appeared and introduced Jesus to 
Joseph. If Paul heard the voice of Jesus, Joseph Smith received an 
admonition from God, in that the Father introduced him to His Son Jesus, 
‘and told him to hear Him. Joseph heard Him, and he was told that his - 
‘name should be had for good and for evil among all people. He was told 
by these heavenly personages that the churches then extant possessed a 
form of godliness, but they denied the power of God. He was told if he 
would be humble and meek, that in due time he should receive communi- 
cations that should make him wise unto salvation. He harkened to the 
heavenly messengers. Then he was surrounded with evil spirits, with 
their darkness and gloom, and he was tempted and tried to see if he would 
give way to en and forsake the fountain of eternal truth. 
| [To BE CONTINUED.) 


2 
* 
2 
7 
— 
2 


SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 
MY GIFT OF TRANSLATION. 


I was born and lived for some years in Holland. One day an Elder of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints came to the place where I was 
living and remained two days in the neighborhood. J went and conversed 
with him concerning the Gospel, and he left a tract in my hands to read. 
The words which he spoke made a deep impression upon my mind. I felt 
that the Lord was answering my prayer, for I had often gone to Him in 
secret and prayed forthe truth. After I had pondered and reflected upon 
what I had heard and that which I had read, [ could not rest until I had 
written for the Elder to come and baptize me. This done, the testimony 
which the Lord Jesus had promised to all believers rested upon me 
mightily, and I knew that the Gospel was true. 

It seemed to me when I had received the Gospel that everyone of my 
former associates would understand it as I did, and accept it readily ; : 
therefore, when my day’s work was finished I would spend the evenings in 


conversing with my fellow workmen, but to my great astonishment instead 


of my being rewarded with souls my companions reviled and scoffed at me. 
Under these circumstances I felt the need of more instruction, and I 
accordingly wrote to the Elder who had baptized me, asking for some 
Church publications, promising to pay for the same on receipt of the bill. 
After waiting about six weeks, I received an answer, though not from the 


person to whom I had written, but from another Utah Elder. The latter 


informed me that the man whom I knew had deserted the mission because 
of some dishonest acts of his having been discovered; but my letter having 
remained unopened it was decided by the newly arrived Utah Elder to 
open it. The result was that he sent me word that the Book of Mormon 
and other publications in German could be obtained from the mission 
office in Switzerland, and added, “Perhaps the Lord will bestow upon you 
the gift to read, as He has done to others before“ 

I ordered the books, and received the Book of Mormon, Voice of Warn- 
ing, and some tracts, but when they came they were as sealed books to 
me, for I did not understand the language. While wondering what I 
should do, the Spirit prompted me to pray, and I mentioned my impres- 
sion to my wife, who sat upon the opposite side of the table, but who did 
not believe as I did. At my request, however, she knelt with me, and we 
asked the Lord for power to read the books so that I might better under- 


stand the principles of the Gospel. When I had finished praying I arose, 


opened the books and read them without difficulty, understanding every 
word which they contained. So filled was I with the glorious truths con- 
tained in the Voice of Warning that I was not satisfied with reading it 
alone, but commenced its translation into my mother tongue. This work 
I completed, and when I met a Utah Elder some time after (I believe it 
was Elder J oseph Weiler) I gave him the translation, which was after- 
wards used in the issuance of an edition of this valuable publication in 
the Dutch language. I received from Elders J oseph Weiler and F. A. 
Brown a letter of thanks for my labors, and also pictures of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, his brother Hyrum, and Apostles Brigham Young, and 
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Warning. 

There are many people who know that I had never studied German and 
who can join their testimonies with mine that it was through the power 
of God that I was enabled to do the work which His Spirit prompted me 
to undertake. I know that he has answered and will answer the prayers 
of His faithful servants in the Gospel, and that He can strengthen them 
todo any work that He wants them to perform.—6. Van DYKE, in Javensle 
Instructor. 


— — 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


It is estimated that English capital invested in American enterprises amounts to over 
258, 000, 000, O00, or twice the entire national debt of the United States. 

- Glinkers may be removed from grates by throwing half a dozen oyster shells into the 
fire when it is a-glow, and covering them with fresh coal. The clinkers are thus rendered 
soft snd can be easily removed. 

Mie probably few people that next to the oldeit settlement within the 
present limits of the United States is the city of Santa Fe, New Mexico. It is second 
only to St. Augustiue, Florida, and is older than either Jamestown, Virginia, or Ply- 
mouth, Mass. It was settled by Spaniards from Mexico. 

An interesting re-union of gold hunters of 49 was held at Belfast, Me., lately. On 
December 8, 1849, the bark W. O. Alden sailed from that port for California with a party 
of fifty on board. The party reached the gold fields, had varied experiences, and of the 
fourteen that now survive six have drifted back to their old homes in Maine, and last 
month they met to dine together and talk over the exciting days of '49. 

A curious experiment was made last summer by Charles Graham, a nurseryman of Ohio 
Falls, Indiana. Last year Mr. Graham madé a visit to the vicinity of Alten, Illinois, 
and called upon a friend who had just opened a mound builders’ burial mound. Upon 
the mound grew several large trees, among them an oak four feet in diameter, and thus 
the age of the mound must have been considerable. In it were found the crumbling re- 
mains of bones, and among other utensils a large pot containing a maize very much like 
our common red corn. Of this Mr. Graham secured several grains, and on returning 
home planted it. It grew, and the result was that he produced a strain of corn which 
is most likely the ancestor of-the corn we now cultivate. In spite of having been in the 
grave for certainly not less than 400 years, it grew very rapidly and produced a large, well 
shaped ear upon a fairly tall stalk. The ear is well set, the grains being somewhat smaller 
than any of the present varieties, except popcorn. In shape the grain resembles dried 
sweet corn, being rough and wrinkled. In taste it is sweet and agreeable. 

Tho section of country lying north of Bowling Green, Kentucky, which has become 
famous for its immense subterranean passages and caverns, has yielded another cave 
which promises far to surpass any that has previously been discovered, the Mammoth 
Oave not excepted. The entrance to the newly discovered cavern is in Edmundson 
County, and only two mile from the Mammoth. It is called Colossal Cave.” Nothing 
of the interior of this cave was known until recently, and it has as yet been only partially 
explored. Exploring parties have entered it for upward of twelve miles without finding 
the end, and they met with new and varied attractions at every step. A stream supposed 
to be the head-waters of Echo River, flows through the cave, and numerous springs, clear 
as erystal, bubble forth. Names have been given the principal avenues, domes, etc. 

Ons of the most curious formations is in the shape of a gigantic piano in Floral Hall. It 
_is perfect in form and emits a musical sound. The walls of many of the chambers and 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 1896. 


ENGLAND’S DIFFICULTIES. 


THe Romans had a 8 dedicated to Janus, which was 1550 only 
when that nation was at peace with the rest of the world, and there were 
only two or three times when this was done, owing to the numerous 
difficulties which were met with in the policy of conquest which Rome 
pursued for several centuries. Had England a similiar temple it would 
be impossible to predict a time when its doors could be closed, for there 
are several clouds hanging over the political horizon, any one of which 
may possibly burst into a storm of considerable severity. 

First there is the Armenian question the solution of which bas isan 
deferred so long: The Turkish government seems to feel entirely safe in 
pursuing almost any policy it chooses. The English people have been 
urging the government to prevent the cruelties perpetrated against the 
Armenians, but owing to the fact that all the European governwents are 
jealous of one another it is impossible for one to take any decisive step 
without meeting obstacles: if left to herself, England would no doubt 
have prevented much of the trouble that has happened between the Turks 
and the Armenians. But Russia is unwilling for England to assume too 
much power in that land, and the same might be said of all the other 
nations. Constantinople has been a bone of contention for centuries, 
and so desirable was it known to be in Napoleon’s day that he remarked 
that the European question could be definitely and peaceably settled but 
for this one city. In this instance the weakness of the Sultan has been his 
great safety, for while any one of the great European powers would gladly 
have taken control of affairs in Turkey, each one has thought it better 
for a weak power like the Sultan’s to be maintained, than to allow a 
strong government to gain a foothold which would be e aum 
tageous in case of war. 

Then there is the Ashantée trouble. One of the Negro nw of western 
Africa is reported to have been making human sacrifices, and indulging in 

other savage customs contrary to a treaty entered into in 1874, after a war 
which brought the king of that day into submission. During the last 
summer England sent to the present king Prempeh an ultimatum deman- 
ding a cessation of human sacrifice and requiring a guatantee of safety for 
British citizens and subjects in their mining operations; also non-interfer- 
ence with the tribes in the neighborhood of Ashantee which have submit- 


The king is a young complying 
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with the requests he threatened to send a deputation direct to England, 
even after receiving information that the proper ones to treat with were 
the representatives of the English government already in Africa. Further 
than this he has entirely ignored the ultimatum, and as a consequence 
there are some 1,400 troops in his country. It is thought that there will 
not be any great resistance offered, but that the king had the idea that 
England would not so soon resort to extreme measures. The force is now 
reported to be making headway for Prempeh’s capital city, and of course 
its movements are awaited with great interest. 

We mentioned at some length the Venezuelan dispute and the stand 
taken with regard to it by America at the time when the reply of Lord 

Salisbury was received by President Cleveland; also the latter’s special 
message to congress. The situation is not in reality much different from 
what it was then, except that the excitement has almost subsided. The 
commission recommended by the president has been appointed, and will 
shortly begin its work. This will not be of such a hostile natare as was at 
first sapposed by some of the English paper. 

‘The excitement over all these incidents has been displaced, temporarily 
at least, by. some unexpected happenings in South Africa. Dr. Jameson, 
an officer of the Chartered Company, has set out into the Transvaal country 
apparently without any direct authority, and against the treaty between 
England and the South African Republic, for the purpose of straightening 
out some matters that he considered needed attention at the hands of the 
English government. That he might nat be intercepted by a message 
from home he cut all the wires behind him. He did not consult with the 
heads of the government there, and they are reported to have repudiated 
his action entirely. The news is very meagre, but it is reported that in an 
engagement a few days ago Dr. Jameson was severely defeated, losing 200 
of the 700, or 800 men with him. 

The treaty between the Boers and England after the war in 1879 stipu- 
lated that the former should enjoy entire independence on matters per- 
taining strictly to themselves; but they were to communicate with no 
other power besides England when anything went wrong between them 
and their neighbors. England has in the present crisis been startled by a 
knowledge that this latter part of the treaty has been broken. Whichever — 
was the first to communicate, it is certain that Germany has written to 
the president of the Boer government offering assistance if desired, and a 
response showing at least a very friendly spirit was returned, though it 
was thought there would be no necessity for such. The action is taken by 
England as a manifestation of unfriendliness from both Germany and the 
Boer republio. 

Taking all in all the year opens swith not the brightest prospects for 
this country. While there is no actual warfare except in the Ashantee 
country, yet the relations with the other countries are far from satisfac- 
tory, and it will require all the statesmanship that can be commanded to 
bring matters to that condition where peace will be entirely assured. 
England desires peace, since it is much to her interest, yet the past shows 


that obe has maintained her prestige even by war if necessary. The prin- 
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ciple of arbitration can be brought into-effect when desling with the civil- 
ized opponents, but not so with the savage tribes in western Africa. 

The coming year will no doubt be a great historical epoch for England. 
Should everything be settled without a resort to arms, the crisis will be 
looked back upon with a great deal of interest. If by any possibility war 
should result between England and either of the strong governments it is 
liable to set all Europe ablaze; especially would this result be likely if 
Germany were the opponent of England. Let us hope that wisdom will 
prevail, that moderation will rule, and that civilization will thus be spared 
witnessing a war between nations whose highest aim should be the happi- 
ness of their subjects, whose pursuit should be in the interests of the arts 
of peace. B. 
Tu Deseret News says: “It is eminently fitting that 8 Stevens 
should unite the words and music of the song that hails Utah into the 
sisterhood of states. He has succeeded in making his influence deeply 
felt in Utah and has written more ‘home songs’ than all the rest put to- 
gether. His ‘My Mountain Home’ was the first of a series. It made the 
phrase as well as itself a household word. Next came ‘My Valley Home,’ 
God Bless Our Mountain Home,’ ‘Home Love,’ and ‘My Western Home,’ 
written for the eminent singer Emma Nevada, and many others sung 
throughout this inter-mountain region proving his love and devotion to 
his boyhood’s surroundings as they burst forth in song. George Q. 
Cannon and Sons are now publishing his Inaugural Song, which will be 
sung at the exercises in the large Tabernacle on the Monday following the 
proclamation, possibly by one thousand singers. It is in the form of a 
chorus, a stirring, though not intricate work, appropriate, though not 
necessarily confined for use on this occasion. We predict it will become 
the State song, used on all state occasions for many years in the e. 
wherever a choir can be found to render it. This is the first stanza: 

Land of the mountains high, : 


we love thee; 
Land of the sunny sky, 
Utah, we love — 


of Statehood 
Utah, we love thee. 


It concludes with the following words: , 
With wealth and peace in store, 
To fame ay — 


Utah, we one 70 thee.” 


RxLAASRS.—Elders Alfred Gadd and W. H. Darley 3 been Wanne 
released from laboring as Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference, to 
return home January 17, 1898. 

Elder Joseph R. Price has been honorably released from laboring as 
Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference, to return home reg 5 17, 
1896. 

Elder Robert Blain has been honorably released from laboring as Trav- 
eling Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home January 17, 1896. 
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CAN Conrerence Notice.—The Cheltenham Conference will 

be held at No. 18 Regent Street, Cheltenham, on Sunday, February 2, 1896. 
Meetings commence at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p. m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper Atma Hv1isH writes from Hull, England, December 30,1895: Since 
coming here to labor I have seen much to cause me to rejoice, and although 
the present may not be considered a time of harvest, yet the garnering has 
not been so thorough in the past but that many sheaves are left for the 
gleaners. Brother Scholes and myself are inspired with renewed hope for 
the growth of this branch. Our well attended meetings and the desire of 
the Saints to perform their duties and live in accordance with the spirit 
of love and unity give us much encouragement. . We have done some tract- 
ing during the last two months and have made the acquaintance of several 
for whom we entertain hopes of their coming into the Church, and have 
tried also not to neglect those already in the fold by calling often upon 
them and invoking God's blessing in their behalf. We feel that they have 
been strengthened in their faith, and we ourselves have been highly re- 
‘warded. This plan may not be the best to follow in places where the 
Saints are scattered and where most of the time would be consumed in 
visiting them, yet there is no doubt much good accomplished by an occa- 
sional visit to those who have become members of the Church of Christ. 
There are times when a word of comfort or of counsel is not given in vain 
even to the strongest in the faith. The seeds sown in the past have not 
all fallen on stony places, but some have been planted in good ground and 
have brought forth fruit in season. Last Saturday we led six into the 
waters of baptism, and they were confirmed in the testimony meeting on 
Sunday. There are others who, we expect, will render obedience to the 
Gospel ordinances at an early date. In addition to our regular meetings 
on Sunday we hold a bi-weekly priesthood meeting in which the local 
brethren give in their reports, and receive instructions pertaining to 
their visits among the Saints. A class composed of the members of both 
sexes is held every Wednesday evening and is conducted in accordance 
with the plan set forth in the Mutual Improvement Association Manual. 
These meetings are fairly well attended, and that interest is shown which 
promises to make them a grand success. Not least among the organiza- 
tions that tend to build up the branch is the Sunday School, which has an 
average attendance of about twenty. Brother Scholes acts as superinten- 
dent and is untiring in his endeavors. My prayer is that the noble work 
will continue to grow in all parts of the mission. 
- Elder A. B. Irvine writes from Stockholm, Sweden, r 1, 1896: I 
often think of the conversation I had with you and the encouragement J got 
from you and the other brethren during our conference, and I can truth- 
‘fully say that the good time we had then gave me renewed life and energy. 
I was promised before I left home that the language should be made easy 
for me, and now I am prepared to say that the promise has been fulfilled 
to the very letter. During the short time that I have been here I have 
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studied. hard, and now, after six and a half months in Sweden, I can with 
comparative ease explain the plan of salvation to my fellowmen in the 
Swedish language, either in private conversation or open meeting. There 
has not been a day pass but that I have sought the Lord in earnest prayer 
for aid, and for the progress that I have made, I am ever willing to give 
the praise, honor, and glory to Him who is the giver of all knowledge. I 
have been out in Eskilstuna branch traveling in company with Brother 
H. H. Sundström for one month, and a livelier time I have never had in 
my life. Brother Sundström, with his harp, photographs, and happy dis- 
position, is welcome wherever he goes. While out in the country we had 
meeting nearly every night and two meetings every Sunday, and in each 
meeting we had an attendance of from 25 to 125 persons, all of whom 
seemed well pleased with one single exception. That Sunday, we had an 
invitation sent to us by a rich farmer who desired us to hold a meeting 
at his house, and, of course, we accepted with gladness. But in the 
meantime, a Baptist preacher heard that we were to hold a meeting 
there, and he went around warning the good people against “Mormon- 
erna” that they should not go out to hear us, but the only effect his warn- 
ing had was to advertise our meeting and arouse curiosity, as the people 
there had never before heard our elders. The time for meeting arrived, 
and with it a house full of curious people, and even the Baptist himself 
with his Bible under his arm was there, prepared to make trouble. He sat 
quiet as the grave, however, during the whole meeting, only opening his 
Bible every time we quoted Scripture to see if we quoted correctly, and 
after the meeting closed he stood up and said he had found two errors, but 
when asked to name them he requested us to hold an afternoon meeting 
so that he could bring proof to substantiate his assertions. Our. host 
gladly gave us the necessary permission and we therefore announced | 
another meeting. The man was there with his “errors and proofs.” The 

two “errors” had changed to only one, and that was that we preached 
without,.wages. He sought to prove that the apostles of old had wages, 
but his guns were turned upon himself and the people laughed at him. 
This aroused his ire and he left declaring tnat he would never listen to the 
Mormons again. All the rest seemed satisfied, and wherever we went we 
were invited to return. Particularly in one place are the people friendly 
to our brethren, treating them like kings. There are six or eight families 
who understand the Gospel and have strong faith in it, but up to the 
present they have not the courage to be baptized. In my opinion all that 
is necessary is for someone to “break the ice,” and then half the people in 
Floda Socken will come into the fold. Some of the good people have 
even gone so far as to preach the Gospel to their neighbors and friends, 
Taking all in all I see a bright future for the work here in the Stockholm 
Conference. Sweden is full of good people, and as they overcome their 
old traditions they will one by one receive the truth. As you perhaps 
have heard, our friend Nilsson, the clothier, has in humility been bap- 
tized, and entered upon the strait and narrow path. We had tocut a hole 
through ice six inches thick, but the cold water did not cool his enthusiasm 
nor that of two young ladies who were baptized the same night. I feel 
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well and rejoice and thank God that I have the privilege of bearing glad 
tidings to the people here. My constant prayer is that-I may be able to 
fulfil the mission whereunto I have been called, and that I 
instrument i in the hands 2 * Lord of doing some good. 


AND IN SAN ITY. 


eee have fairly earned the title ot “coffin tacks,” by virtue * 
their health destroying powers. It now seems, according to the statement 
of a well-known physician of the West, Dr. Benjamin Blackford, that they 
may do even worse things than cause death. After a careful examination 
of a great number of patients at a lunatic asylum, and a thorough inves- 
tigation into the “family history” of each case, it was found that the 
majority of the younger patients had been addicted to the use of cigarettes. 

This in itself was strongly suggestive of the effect of cigarette smoking 
on the system—of the close connection between this habit and the condi- 
tion of the nerves—but Dr. Blackford did not stop there. He performed 
a number of experiments, calculated to show just what influence cigarette 
smoke inhalation exercises on the throat and the delicate tissues, blood 
vessels and nerves of the lungs and n tubes. The result of his 
investigations was rather alarming. 

_ “To a greater or less extent,” he says, “this i increase of insanity may be 

attributed to the pernicious cigarette-smoking habit, now so long preva- 
lent among, and undermining the moral, physical and mental health of, the 
youth of our country during the period of development, when the brain is 
tender and plastic and easily affected by the noxious inhalations a 
through and around the nerve centres.” 

Cigarette smoking and cigar smoking, it is further pointed out, are two 
entirely different things. One may smoke cigars to excess, and though he 
would, of course, suffer ill consequences, there would be very little chance 
of his becoming insane from this cause. But cigarettes seem to have a 
peculiar power of affecting the nerves. Perhaps this is due to the inhala- 
tion of the smoke, for surely the smoke of a cigarette is not stronger in 
itself than that of a cigar. Drinkers are well aware of the soothing nar- 
cotic, and at the same time stimulating influence of a cigarette. It is 
very often the case that when a man is “tapering off” from a spree and 
craves a soothing draught of spirits he will be satisfied with a few puffs of a 
cigarette. In fact, not a few physicians have pointed out that drinking 
and the cigarette habit are very closely allied. The e of cigarettes 
brings on an appetite for drink. 

A comparison of the analyses of ont “cigarette-smoker's 
heart” would probably show similar results. Alcohol used in excess is a 
poison. It gives a sensation of stimulation, followed by depression. The 
alcohol habit, when persisted in, causes insanity. Exactly. the same may 
be said of cigarette smoking. The inhaling of the smoke slightly inflames 
the tender mucous lining of the bronchial tubes and lungs, and the sensa- 
tion thus caused is very like the stimulation produced by alcohol. But in 
every draught of cigarette smoke there must be a small quantity of -nico- 
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tine, which is a very destructive poison. Depression, therefore, follows 
the inflammation. As the natural result of this depression the unfor- 
tunate subject is moved to take more stimulant in the form of enn 
or alcohol. 

This is an 33 state of affairs, and must lead 3 to some 
disease. No constitution is strong enough to withstand constant attacks 
of this sort. There probably never was a more bealthy, sound, and perfect 
man than John L. Sullivan, yet to-day his constitution is wrecked as the 
result of excess. Fortunately, however, Mr. Sullivan has not gone so far 
as some others who have so grossly abused ne as to incur an affection 
of the mind. 

- Cigarette smoking is especially harmful to the young. And, 3 
n it is the young who appear to be particularly devoted to the habit. 
When a lad has reached the age of twelve or fourteen years his constitu- 
tion is subjected to an unusual strain. It is the period between boyhood 
and manhood, and there should be on hand a plentiful reserve force of 
blood and nerve, for it will all be needed. But what happens if the _— 
is constantly attacked by the deadly cigarette poison? 

“His nervous organization,” says Dr. Blackford, “is apt to echme more 

shattered by this cigarette habit than if he were addicted to alcoholic 
stimulants during that period, and will surely be the first to give way, and, 
of course, the first to suffer, especially during the period of puberty, with 
its strain on the nervous system. 
The youth at college who burns the midnight oil is to be commended 
for his industry, but too often he burns out his brain at the same time 
with his accompanying cigarette. The process of waste and injury to the 
nervous system may be greater than the repair, and mental ae | is 
the result.” 

Instances of insanity caused by cigarette-smoking are by no means rare. 
The insanity takes strangely different forms. Sometimes the victim is 
violent and has to be strapped to his bed so that he may not commit 
suicide or injure his attendants; sometimes he is affected by a zeal for 
religion and will fall down in the streets and pray; sometimes his reason 
appears to be absolutely stolen away and the * is left without a mind 
—the saddest of all forms of insanity. 

The approach of mental derangement may be medias or stealthy. * 
some cases the victim will be seized in an instant and turned into a 
howling maniac. Instances of this sort usually begin with convulsions. 

Again, there are many cases in which the victim’s mind wastes away by 
hardly noticeable stages. Veto York World. 
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A NEW STAKE ORGANIZED. 


Expers F. M. Lyman and Edward Stevenson recently ‘on a 10 
through the settlements of the Saints in Mexico, and while there held a 
two days’ conference at Colonia Juarez, besides holding meetings at a 
number of places while en route. Elder George Teasdale, who has presided 
over the Mexican Mission for n — One of the 
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objects of the brethren in going dawn there was to organize a new stake 
of Zion for the Saints in Mexico. The following resolution was presented 
by Elder Lyman, and unanimously agreed to by the Saints: “Resolved 
that all the colonies of Mexico be organized into a stake, and be known as 
the Juarez Stake of Zion.” After the voting, Elder Anthony W. Ivins, 
formerly of St. George, Utah, was sustained as president of the stake, with 
Henry Eyring and Helaman Pratt as his counselors. The High Council, 
the Board of Education, the Relief Society, the Young Men’s and Young 
Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associations, the Sunday School, the Primary 
Association, and the choir, were all organized for the new stake. Also 
four patriarchs were sustained, the presidents of the high priests and 
of the elders were appointed, a number of home missionaries were called, 
a stake clerk was appointed, and a board of trade organized. The reports 
from Mexico state that while there have been some very severe hardships 
to endure in the past, and there are many obstacles yet to overcome in 
that land, still it is thought that the most difficult part of settling the 
country has been passed through, and the future is growing brighter 
every year. The settlements of the Saints bear those marks of thrift and 
industry which characterize the Utah cities, and form a striking contrast 
to the ancient looking towns inhabited only by Mexicans. 

A Deming, New Mexico, paper says that the Mormon school house at 
Colonia Diaz is the largest and best building of its kind in the State of 
Chihuahua. The same paper also gives a brief description of the several 
colonies, and has nothing but good words to say concerning the accom- 
plishments of the Saints in the short time since the first colony was 
planted in Mexico, With the stake now completely organized it is 
thought a stronger impetus will be given to the work in Mexico, and 
that all will be benefited by the working of the organizations which have 
been completed. 

Elder Teasdale has been released from laboring in Mexico as his labors 
were needed in the different stakes of Zion; he will be n in Salt Lake 


in the future. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

e to be known as the Mercur Miner has been commenced e 
camp. 

Surveys are being made for a new canal to Le taken out of the San Pitch River at the 
- Gunnison reservoir, and running through what is known as Antelope Valley. From there 
it will follow along the hillside above Gunnison, and may be extended to the settlement 
of Fayette. Over three thousand acres of hitherto unproductive land will be brought 
under cultivation by this enterprise. . 

liquors, in a case which came up before the District Court at Provo. The jury brought 
in a verdict of guilty and when sentence was pronounced it was found that no imprison- 
ment had been provided for in case the fine should not be paid. The convicted party is 


him by collecting the fine: 
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